
fear of death, and tlio same is true of all ottior

religious bodies. Tliey have'bcenmade to be-

lieve that their1 salvation here, and hereafter,

depends on membership in the church, and

when they have joined it, it has, through its
priests and leading members, assumed au-

thority over them. There lies the bondage,
the slavery, the crushing of the rising mind,
which has, and always will (whilo it contin-

ues) retard thetyrogress of intelligence, truth,

and the perfection and hrppincss of the race.

This autliority, this claiming tho right to dic-

tate to others what they shall do, or what
they shall say or believe, is what I wish to

escape from. I wish simply to take charge
of my own soul and body, and proclaim my
own independence of all external authority.
I wish to bo free to think, to speak, and to

act according to the dictates of my own free

unshackled mind. Furthermore, I view the
Church in all its departments, a9 a "dead bo
dy;" it has done its work, has grown old in

iniquity, and must go down to dust. A new
era is breaking upon us, more noble, moreen
larged, sublime and dignified than the old,
an order is being established which will em'
brac6 the whole human brotherhood without
distinction of caste, character or color
which will plant the flag of peace and unity,
and universal love, on the highest hills, and
in the lowest rallies of our long cursed earth.
Tis' of this order I wish to be a member, and
consequently for me the Society of Friends
or any other local body is too much con-

tracted.
I do not wish by this withdrawal, to break

the link of friendship between us, but will
still recog. ize you as brothers and sisters of
the samo common family of mankind; and if
there are any unkind feelings they shall not be

on my part. I do this only to avoid difficul-

ties which must inevitably occur, if I remain
in the Society, and dare to speak my rising
thoughts. 1 hope to cherish the kindest feel-

ings toward you all, if you do not towards
me it will be your own fault. Mv mind is

drawn out after suffering humanity, and lean
not stop to build up any one belief, sect, or

creed, which would exclude from its fellow-

ship any member of the human race. I hope
many, yea, all of you w 11 yet see the neces-

sity of taking the same course, and come
out of her, and be not partakers of her sins
that ye be not plagued with her plagues.
Come out and take a stand on the broad plat
form' ot Truth, be no respectors of persons,
but with me seek the common good of all

I now wish to say, in conclusion, that I
consider myself free from your authori
ty as a Society, and hope hereafter to re

main free of all other external " Authorities."
Farewell,

RACHEL T. HURFORD.

THE CONSPIRACY.
Alluding to the final action of the U. S.

House of Representatives, annexing Texas
to this Union, the Albany Patriot say

In reviewing this transaction, ono cannot
easily command words with which ti de-

scribe it fitly. For a body of men represent-ingfftee- n

miMont of free people, called to-

gether for the purpose of deliberation, with a
matter of the gravest import before thein, in-

volving questions of constitutional authority,
national honor, fundamental morality, and in-

dividual conscience and responsibility, under
such circumstances to apply the gag to its
own mouth, is a spectacle which may well
astonish the world. The gracious heavens
save us in all timo to come from a sight so
loathsome! To call it the offspring of cow-
ardice, duplicity, and unblushing meanness,
downright villany, does not come up to the
measure of an exact description. You must
combine all these, and say it is the result of
the sum total of them ull. An infernal de-

coction !

One of the strongest men of our delegation,
a Democrat, this morning denounced the Tex-
as conspiracy from beginning to end, as a
piece of the rankest rascality. Three hours
afterwards, he was found voting with the con-
spirator- ! Strange, you say what could
have produced the change in his mind!
Nothing. It is not changed. The whole
thing is explained by the statement of two
facts. Members want influence here, to em-
ploy in getting official favors for themselves
or for their friends, and the imperial tuceen-lio- n

is to be provided for ! To offend the
Oligarchy now, would be to forfeit ull claims
to it to throw away the chances of tho migh-
ty game !

Escape of French Slaves. The conti-
guity of the French West India Islands,
where Slavery exists, to the Free Islands un-
der the British crown, affords many oppor-
tunities for the escape of Slaves from the lor-m- er

to the latter; the British emancipated is-

lands proving a strong temptation to the poor,
fugitive French Slave, who there finds an

from oppression, a home and liberty,
notwithstanding all attempts to the contrary.
Since emancipation, about 1,000 Slaves have
reached tho Jiritibh Colonies safely in their
light sailing boats, as many have probably
perished in the attempt, and as many more
have been caught and thrown back into the
horrible dungeon of Slavory, tn pay the pen-
alty of their crime in the additional severity
of their labor and their punishments.

" Xo Smokino Allowed." The Duke of
Wellington has addressed a general order to
the army, "entreating" the commanding of-
ficers to prevent smoking in the moss rooms,vm to discountenance it.altogetljer among the

ANT1-- S LAVERY 13UGLK.

I love agitation when there is cause for it
tho alarm hell which startles the inhabi-

tants of a city, saves them from being burn-
ed in their beds." Edmund Hurkt,

03'" Persons having business connected
with the paper, will please call on James
Barnaby, corner of Main and Chcsnut sts.

THE BLACK LAWS.
Wo sometimes can hardly realize tho po-

sition in which we stand. All about us

seems so strange, so dreamlike, that we are
tempted to ask, can these things be 1 Wo
are living with the light of the l!Hh century
shining around us; in an age when the mind
is seeking- out new and untrodden paths; in a

land which claims to bo above all others the
home of religion, the spot where freedom de-

lights to dwell; we are surrounded by a peo-

ple who are continually boasting that they
have solved the great problem which the po-

litical mathematicians of ancient Greece and
Rome vainly strove to demonstrate man's
capacity for self government and have build-e- d

a republic wherein the rights of all men
are secured, and upon whose structure is
stamped the progressive spirit of the age.
When we think only of these things, we are
inclined to believe that tho sentinel's cry of

all s well may bo relied upon. But not
long does tho illusion last, fact after fact
comes crowding upon us in rapid succession
proclaiming in tones that will bo heard, that
our profession is a lie; and testimony is heap.
ed upon testimony, telling of the horriblo in

justice that man daily perpetrates upon his
fellow man; of the outrage and oppression of
which eveu this State is guilty.

The report of the Committee on the Black
Laws recently presented to the State Legis-
lature, contains developcmenls of the cruel
injustice which the colored man is compelled
to endure. We will briefly enumerate the
disabilities under which he labors.

First, we will put down "taxation without
representation," a phrase which once possess"
ed a mighty power, and whose utterance
would make the flagging pulse of ago beat
with youthful vigor; but it has lost that pow-

er. " Taxation without representation" was
in 177C deemed by the fathers a just cause
for a declaration of war, but in 18 1G it is

practised by the sons, not as though they
were ashamed of their tyranny, for they have
incorporated it into the Constitution of Ohio,
and adopted it as one of the governing prin-

ciples of their sham republic.
Second, the refusal to allow him the ad

vantages of education. Schools are opened
for the whites, competent teachers aro em-

ployed to instruct them, and all proper facili-

ties are afforded for mental improvement; but
these are denied to the children of the color-
ed man. What wonder they are ignorant
when the people of Ohio strive to keep them
so! If in the foot steps of ignorance follow
degredation and crime, let their oppres
sors take the blame to themselves, and not
taunt their victims with being what they have
made them.

Third, the denial of his humanity, unless
the same be certified with all duo legal
form and minuteness by the officer appointed
to that duty. It is not enough that God has
enstamped, not only the seal of Humanity,
but bis royal seal of Divinity upon the soul
of the soul of the colored man, the State of
Ohio demands something more authentic, it
requires that his manhood shall bo certified
by tho clerk of a court, and sealed with its
republican seal.

Fourth, that when proved to He a man, and
not a thing, he is not permitted to settle here
as other men am, but he is insultingly re
quired to give a bond for good behaviour, and
to secure the State against the possibility of
his ever becoming a public charge.

Fifth, the exclusion of his testimony from
every court in the State, in all cases in which
a white man is the opposing party. A conven-
ient way to insult, and outrage, and plunder;
for the very fact that tho testimony of the col
ored man is inadmissible in the Ohio courts,
is a standing invitation to every ono who feels
so disposed, to spoil ami oppress hiin.

If these wrongs had been inflicted upon our
fathers of '"ti, tho Declaration of Indepen-
dence would have borne an earlier date; hut
the negro is so degraded that wc expect him
to he patient under oppression; he is so vi-

cious and vindictive that we expect him to for-

get his many wrongs; he is by nature so in-

ferior that we expect him to be more peace-
able and Christ-lik- e than were our fathers, or
than wc should be under like circumstances.
And then to think that there should be a ne-

cessity for the Committee) to whom was re-

ferred the petitions for a repeal of tho Black
Laws, to enter into a learned and lengthy ar-

gument in its report in order to prove n self,
evident tiulh. The Committer deuV.lt .s li

that the Legislature regarded this as a irreat
moral question and one upon which it must

act, if it acted at all, with great caution and
deliberation. Had it been a question which
concerned the rights of its members, one tenth
as much as it does the rights of the colored
man, they would not have neoded a long re-

port, nor a partielo of argument. Politics
must have most wofu'.ly stultified their moral
nature, or a mere annunciation of the facts
would have moved them to immediate and

just action. But so it is. The muddy wa-

ters of Politics, if permitted to mingle with

the pure fountain of Christian love must inva-

riably pollute it, and it is the heightb of folly

to expect that it can be otherwise.

CENSORSHIP OF THE PRESS.
There is a class of f who are

continually grumbling at the course pursued

by abolitionists, and instead of opposing sla-

very, are ever to be found opposing the uso

of harsh language and ultraism on the part

of the friends of the slave. We should think

that such had long since learned from obser-

vation, that a condemnation of his practices,

whether in harsh, or in mild and gentle lan

guage, is what the hot blood of the slave-

holder will not patiently submit to. We are
g!ad that he is thus sensitive, that although his
moral nature is terribly diseased, yet the dis-

ease is of such a character that it quickens
his mental hearing, so that the slightest whis-

pers of the spirit of freedom come to him like
a thunder voice pronouncing the death doom

of slavery. The trumpet tonrs of the Liber-

ator as they came hurrying on tho wings of
the North wind, freaii within gun shot of
Bunker Hill, startled the South from h .i senso
of propriety, and threw her into a paroxysm
of rage. The judicious people, the prudent
anil softly speaking ones, who in firing acin-no- n

would do as the Irishman did in the sto-

ry, "touch it off aisy," said its language was
too severe its doctrines too ultra.

After the lapse of a dozen years, or more,
a paper was established in a slave State which
dealt out diluted Anti-Slave- to those who
would receive it. Was its mission rrejirded
with more favorl Let the action of the Lex-

ington mobocrats answer! It may be said

that the True American was established for

thu purpose of advocating emancipation
prospective it is true but opposition o sla-

very was its primary object. Granted, but
there is tho " Baltimore Saturday Visiter," a

family paper, which only makes slavery a

subject for incidental discussion, and aro the
slaveholders any better pleased with that!
Let their cffirts to crush it testify !

We have just received an "Extra" from

that office, addressed "To the Lovers of
Truth and Freedom," bearing date of Janua-

ry 28t!i, and containing a htutetnent of facts
in relation to the crusade which some Mary-

land despots are trying to get up against tho

Visiter. We wish wo had room for the whole

documerybut must content ourselves wiih
giving a few extracts. Tho opening para,
graph is as follows:

" A crisis has arrived in my public life
one of little moment to the community at
large, some at first blush, may infer, yet real-

ly of incalculable importance to every citizen,
when viewed with reference to that depart-me- nt

of human agency in which I have been
long an arduous and sincere, however ob-

scure, laborer. The " Liberty of the J'reis"
has been threatened in my person and that
to subserve the interests of the few as oppos-
ed to the many, and to holster an institution
which is entailing nought but ruin upon even
those who absurdly claim for il exemption
from that examination to which all other sys-

tems are allowed to be subjected."
The cause of complaint, and the body from

which tho charge emanated, will be discov-

ered in the subjoineJ extracts taken from the
journal of the House of Delegates:

Extract from the Journal for Jan. 21st, 1846,

Pages 122 and 123.
"On motion of Mr. Clagett,
Ordered that the door-keep- be required to

firevent
people of color from sitting in

this House,
Mr. Clagett submitted the following pre-

amble and resolutions:
Whereas, By the act of Assembly passed

in 1835, chapter 325, it is made unlawful for
any person knowingly to circulate, or in any
way knowingly assist in circulating among
the inhabitants thereof, any pictorial represen-
tation, or any written pamphlet, handbill or
other paper printed or written, of an inflam-

matory character, having a tendency to cre-

ate discontent among, and stir up to insurrec-
tion the pe.plo of color of this Stile, and that
every person who shall ba uuiy convicted ul
this offence shall be guilty of a felony and
shall be sentenced to confinement in the Pen-
itentiary of this State.

And, whereas, in the opinion of this House,
tho Saturday Visiter, a newspaper printed
and published in the city of Baltimore, by
J. E. Snodgrass, is an incendiary paper and
calculated to create discontent, and stir up
insurrection among the people of color of this
State; therefore,

Resolved, That His Excelle ncy, the Gov-

ernor, be respectfully requested to iiistitu'o
such legal proceedings against the sd J. E.
Snodgrass, as in his judgment shall seem
best to convict him of a violation of tho said
act of 1HI15, and to abate s.iid newspaper,
called tho Saturday Visiter, as a public nui-
sance.

Resolved, That a copy of this preamble
and resolution br: presented to the Governor."

Extract from Jownu! fur Jun. i'.iid 16 Hi,
pnge 112.

Th preamble and resolutions submitted

by Mr. Clagett on the 21st inst. in relation
to certain incendiaty publications in a news-
paper called the Saturday Visiter, edited by
J. K. Snodgrass, in the city of Baltimore,
was taken up for consideration

Mr. Stephenson moved to lay the pream-
ble and resolutions on the table,

Determined in the negative.
The question then recurred upon assenting

to the preamble and resolutions.
Mr. Bowie offered as A substitute for said

preamble and resolutions the following:
Resolved by the General Assembly of Ma-

ryland, That the Attorney General of the
State of Maryland, he and he is hereby au-

thorised and requested, if in his judgment,
J. E, Snodgrass, the editor of a newspaper
called the Saturday Evening Visiter, or oth-

er editor nf uny newspaper in tho State of
Maryland, or any other person had violated
any of the provisions of the act of 1835, ch.
325, to call the attention of the judicial tribu-
nals of the State to the subject, and to insti-
tute such proceedings as may ba necessary
to bring said offenders to trial and punish-
ment.

Whiclu,wis read.
Mr. Clagett, (with the permission of tho

House) accepted said substitute.
The question then recurred on assenting to

the resolution.
Mr. Maflit called for the previous question,

which being demanded by a majority of the
members present, the previous question was
put, that is,

" Shall the main question be now put! "
ami it was

Resolved in the affirmative.
The question was then put,
" Will the llouseassent to the resolution!"
Resolved in the affirmative. a"d the reso

lution sent to the Senate."
Upon learning theso facts, tho editor

penned, and transmitted the fol

lowing Memorial.
To the Honorable, the General .hiemhty of

Maryland.
Your memorialist, a citizen of Maryland,

has observeJ,not without surprise, among the
officially reported proceedings of your honor-
able Body, certain resolutions requesting the
Governor of this state, to order a process de-

signed to deprive tho undersigned uf both bis
property and liberty; as well as to strike
down, in his humble pors-m- that "Liberty of
speech and ot the Press so wisely guaran-
teed to every citizen of Maryland, and which
it ought to be the pride of the Representa-
tives of the People to protect. Your memo-
rialist thinks he fully comprehends both tho
letter and the spirit of the law of 1S35,
chapter 320, which, it is alleged, he has vio-

lated, and ho conceives that he h is not viola-

ted the same in the slightest respect hav-

ing, indeed, no disposition to do so. This he
holds himse lf ready to show by an exhibition
of the files of the 'Saturday Visiter' publish-
ed since he has been connected therewith.
He therefore respectfully asks of your Honor-
able Body, that he may be permitted to 1)6

present during the further consideration of the
proposition referred to, with the privilege of
Doing heard upon the charge so gravely pre
ferred. Presuming that the members of your
body, whom one of the resolutions referred
to, declares to be of the opinion lliatyour me-
morialist is guilty of said chirge, are desir-
ous to have all ihe f icts before them, he is en-- c

m raged to make this request. If it g'uill on
first view appear to be one of too unusual a
character to receive a favorable response,
your memorialist begs your honorable Body
to consider that the step which has given rise
to such a w ish on his part is of a character

extraordinary.
Hoping that you Honorable Body may ever

be guided by the highest wisdom, in all your
eels, .and that all you do may tend to tho
well-bein- g of your constituents and your me-
morialist's fellow citizens, whose welfare the
undersigned is conscious of ever having in
view in his public course, ho will as in duty
bound, ever ice,

J. E. SNODGRASS.
Office of the 'Saturday Visiter,' )

Baltimore, Jan. 23d, 1810 j
The Daily Argus a Democratic! paper of

Baltimore, published an article containing
some gross misrepresentations in relation to
the position of the editor of tho Visiter, who
replied to it and otTerel to pay for the in-

sertion of his article, but the Democratic Ed-

itor refused it a place hence the issue of ihc
Extra. In that article, Dr. Snodgrass after
clearing up tho charges preferred against
him, charges which mainly grew out of tho
publication of C. M. Clay's N. Y. speech,
concludes thus:

Ono word more, and I shall close the pres
ent consideration ot tins subject, intending tn
resume it in my own paper, where I can treat
it, if needful, inorb at length and with more
freedom of utterance it is this: Whatever
issue may await me, I shall hold myself ful-

ly prepared to meet il. Not aware that I
have violated any law of Maryland, and con-
scious of the rectitude of my public course, I
cannot consent to be either bullied from the
path of duty by tho denunciations ot men ut-

terly incapible of appreciating the motives or
deeds of less selfish men, or deprived of my
rights, contrary to the guarantees of tho Con-
stitution under which I live. The "Liberty
of Speech and of the Press" shall ever find
in me, the sincerest of defenders, while Ty-
ranny in all its forms may ever expect to en-

counter the most unyielding opposition
These sentiments. I beg the reader to believe
are uttered with the calm determination of a
settled purpose never to give over while the
momentous issues between Virtue and Vice.
Truth and Falsehood, Freedom an.l Slavery,
aro calling so urgently for the best exertions
of all earth's true hearted sons.

J. E. SNODGRASS.
j Office of the 'Saturday Visiter'

Baltimore, Jan. 2tith 1810

Such was the state of affairs at our last in- -

tnlligiMiee. May the editor of that paper in
the power of truth stand boldly forth in dr.
fence of the Right.

IMPUDENCE.
The Kentucky Legislature hive before

them a Bill reported by tho Judiciary com
mittee, the 3d section of which reads as fol-

lows :

Be it further tnacttd, That if any person
shall hereafter be found without the limits of
this Commonwealth and within the limits of
any state where slavery is not allowed by
law, niding, abetting, harboring, concealing,
it assisting any slave or slaves, belonging to
any citizen of this Commonwealth, to maker
his, her or their escape, from their lawful
owner or owners, such person or persons, so
offending, shall be deemed guilty of enticing
away such slave or slaves from the country
in which such slave or slaves, or either of
thein, may have resided, unless the contrary
be proven hy at least two credible witnesses,
one of whom shall be a citizen of this com-
monwealth; and such person or persons shall,
on conviction of any such offence, be con-
fined in the jail, and penitentiary house of
this commonwealth for a period not less than
ono ytar nor more than five years."

How cooly impudent those slaveoerats are?
The next thing we shall expect to hear will
be, that some Kentucky Grand Jury has found

a Bill of Indictment against Victoria, for har-

boring runaway slaves in Canada, and the
next, that it has pre3entd the North Star as
a nuisance.

NOW THIS—NOW THAT.
A correspondent of the Cincinnati Horald

it Walnut Hills, Indiana, writes:
" Can wo expect that God will give ua

speedy success while we are inconsistent
with our principles! Is it not inconsistent to
abandon a political party because it is

and at the same timo continue our
connection with a Church! Ar
not many prominent Liberty men occupying
this awkward and inconsistent position!"

To this tho Editor adds, "Pertinent ques-
tions worth attending to." Prior to the nom-
ination of Samuel Lewis, Dr. Bailey thought
such questions very impertinent, and lahored
hard to convince Liberty party it had no right
to ask them, no business to enquire about a
man's ecclesiastical standing. The result is,
that the members of that party are now pledg-
ed to support as candidate for Governor, a
in in who is in full fellowship with one of the
most churches that ever defied
God, or crusheJ humanity.

We cannot imagine what ails the Dr. un-
less he has his head so full of those
Mchdiet" which he so much admires, that

" He wheels about, and turns about,
And jumps just so."

UltivErtsAL Suffrage. Rights of Wo-me.-

Robert Hinna of Mercer co., Pa., lias
been publishing a series of articles upon theso
subjects in the Mercer Luminary, which wo
have been requested to copy. It would give
us pleasure to oblige our friend by giving his
views a placo in our columns, but we must
decline doing so for several reasons.

In the first place our p iper is small and
his articles would occupy too much space;
and again, the subjects are such as do not
come directly within the province of ourlabors;
and furthermore we are unwilling to make
that charge true which Liberty party has al-

ways been so anxious to fix upon Old Orgin-izntio- n,

viz; the charge of introducing extran-
eous questions into its papers and meetings,
especially the question of woman's rights.
It is true we admit miscellaneous matter on
our fourth page, but our aim is to confine
ourselves to the discussion of chattel ism, and
wo have never published a series of articles
on any other subject. We would remind our
friend also that our subscribers stand far less
in need of arguments to prove the equality of
the sexes, than do the supporters of Liberty
party generally; henco the propriety of pub-
lishing them in the papers of that party rath-
er than ours.

MR. GIDDINGS ON OREGON.
Tho declaration of tl is Abolitionist, that

Oregon must he secured in order to balance
the preponderance of tho Slave States acquir-
ed by tho admission of Texas, is a strong in-
dication of the motives which prompts John
Qu iucy Adams to the course he is pursuing
and ought to warn the South of the imminent
danger in which it will he placed by a war
with Great Britain. Wo believe such a war
will be a crusade against slavery, and we be-
lieve Messrs. Adams and Giddin"s are per-
fectly awaro that it will be so. They there-for- e

advocate this war, ostensibly on the
ground of national honor. Let the South be.
ware in time. Let Democrats and Whigs

to secure an honorable peace, and pre-
serve an institution the disturbance of which
will produce incalculable disaster.

We can see in the failure to adjust this Or-
egon question nothing but injury to the south-
ern Slates without ono single inducement to
war. The acquisition of the wholo of Ore-
gon (though we would, as much as any, in-

sist upon it, if honor required it.) can be of
no possible advantage to the Slave States ev-
en though peaceably made. Why, then,
should they sanction an unnecessary war
f r that which thuy do not want! Richmond
Timet.

Tne Times is candid, and gives very ex-

cellent reasons for its opposition to a war for
Oregon. And why thuuld the nation go to
war 1 The acquisition of Oregon " can be of
no possible advantage to the Slave States,"
and their wishes are alone to be consulted,
and their interest alone to be looked after.
"Why should they sanction in unnecessary


